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TAGS: PFOR, IN 

SUBJ: PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE ON INDIAN NUCLEAR POSITION 

1. THE LOK SABHA (LOWER HOUSE) DEBATE ON THE MAY 18 

NUCLEAR EXPLOSION WAS NOTABLE EOR THE UNCOMPROMISING 

POSITION INDIA ASSERTED REGARDING ITS RIGHT TO DEVELOP 

ITS NUCLEAR PROGRAM FREE OF EXTERNAL INFLUENCE. IN 

HIS SUMMARY SPEECH ON AUGUST 8 THE MINISTER OF IRRIGATION AND 

POWER (FORMER MIN OE STATE EOR ATOMIC ENERGY) K.C. PANT SAID 

QUOTE: 

'' THIS EXPLOSION, IP I HAVE UNDERSTOOD THE MOOD OF THE HOUSE 

CORRECTLY, HAS BEEN A SYMBOL OF FAITH AND HOPE FOR THE COUNTRY. 
IT IS ALSO A SYMBOL OF OUR DETERMINATION TO USE ALL OUR NATURAL 
RESOURCES FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF OUR COUNTRY, FOR RAISING THE 
STANDARD OF LIVING OF OUR PEOPLE AND EOR DEVELOPING OUR SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY. ON THIS QUESTION, THE INDEPENDENCE OF OUR 
JUDGMENT IS FINAL. THIS IS A BASIC POINT OF PRINCIPLE, AN 
ATTRIBUTE OP OUR SOVEREIGNTY ON WHICH THERE CAN BE NO YIELDING 
TO PRESSURE AND ON WHICH THERE CAN BE NO COMPROMISE." END QUOTE. 
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2. AN MEA DISARMAMENT EXPERT UNDERSCORED THE IMPORTANCE OF THIS 
STATEMENT DURING AN INFORMAL CONVERSATION WITH AN EMBASSY OFFICER 
ON THE EVENING OF AUGUST 8. 

3. THE LOK SABHA DEBATE ITSELF WAS LARGELY SELF-CONGRATULATORY, 

AND REPETITIVE. CLAIMS THAT INDIA'S INTENT WAS PEACEFUL WERE 
PREDOMINANT. 

MOYNIHAN 
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